
Practice Exercise 
Reading an Abstract for the IV and DV  

 
The Journal of Politics is a top journal in political science. Find the articles in their current issue 
(January 2018) at: http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/toc/jop/current.  
 
Read the abstracts for the following 6 articles and identify their independent and dependent 
variables. 
 
1. “Modern Police Tactics, Police-Citizen Interactions, and the Prospects for Reform” by Jonathan 
Mummolo 
 
2. “Relative Economic Performance and the Incumbent Vote: A Reference Point Theory” by Selim 
Erdem Aytaç 
 
3. “How Politics Affects Religion: Partisanship, Socialization, and Religiosity in America” by Michele 
F. Margolis 
 
4. “Americans, Not Partisans: Can Priming American National Identity Reduce Affective 
Polarization?” by Matthew S. Levendusky 
 
5. “Corporate Influence in World Bank Lending” by Rabia Malik and Randall W. Stone 
 
6. “Off-Cycle and Out of Office: Election Timing and the Incumbency Advantage” by Justin de 
Benedictis-Kessner 
 

  



Answers  
 

Remember, reading an abstract is hard! It may take a few tries to identify the author’s main variables. 
Some useful questions to ask:  

1. What phenomena are they interested in explaining? This is usually the dependent variable  
2. What is causing the change? This is usually the independent variable.  
3. Think about the order. What comes first? This is usually the independent variable.  

 
1. “Modern Police Tactics, Police-Citizen Interactions, and the Prospects for Reform” by Jonathan 
Mummolo 

• IV: Protocol for stopping crime  
• DV: Police performance  
• Key Sentence: “I evaluate the impact of a change to the protocol for stopping criminal 

suspects on police performance.”  
 
2. “Relative Economic Performance and the Incumbent Vote: A Reference Point Theory” by Selim 
Erdem Aytaç 

• IV: Economic outcomes (domestic and international)  
• DV: Vote choice  
• Key Sentence: “Incumbents who preside over relatively better (worse) economic outcomes 

in domestic and international contexts are rewarded (punished) at the polls…” 
 
3. “How Politics Affects Religion: Partisanship, Socialization, and Religiosity in America” by Michele 
F. Margolis 

• IV: Partisanship  
• DV: Religious affiliation  
• Key sentence: “…the article develops and tests a theory that politics can affect partisans’ 

levels of religiosity at a certain time in their lives.”  
 

4. “Americans, Not Partisans: Can Priming American National Identity Reduce Affective 
Polarization?” by Matthew S. Levendusky 

• IV: Sense of American identity  
• DV: Like for the opposing party (polarization more broadly)  
• Key sentence: “I show that when subjects’ sense of American national identity is heightened, 

they come to see members of the opposing party as fellow Americans rather than rival 
partisans.”  

 
5. “Corporate Influence in World Bank Lending” by Rabia Malik and Randall W. Stone 

• IVs: (1) Participation of fortune 500 companies as project contractors; (2) Investments by 
fortune 500 companies  

• DV: World Bank loan disbursements (relative to performance)   
• Key Sentence: “We find evidence that (1) participation by Fortune 500 multinational 

corporations as project contractors and (2) investments by these firms are associated with 
disbursements that are unjustified by project performance.” 

 



6. “Off-Cycle and Out of Office: Election Timing and the Incumbency Advantage” by Justin de 
Benedictis-Kessner 

• IV: Election timing (either on or off cycle)  
• DV: Incumbency advantage  
• Key sentence: “…how on-cycle (concurrent) and off-cycle elections affect one facet of 

accountability – the incumbency advantage”  
 
 
 
 


